
 

Tula tennis center:  

here champions are brought up! 
 

The number one of the Rus-
sian national team 23-year-
old tennis player Andrey 
Kuznetsov from Tula (the 
81st place in the Association 
of Tennis Professionals rat-
ing) beat his Portugal coeval 
Gastao Elias, the 139th rack-
et-player (acc. to ATP world 
rating) in opening match - 
6/2,6/4,6/4. By doing this, 
Andrey established a founda-
tion of future victory by Rus-
sian team over the contest-
ant – 4:1, which allowed the 
Russian national team to 
stay in I group of Davis Cup 
for future season.  
Meanwhile his first steps in 
tennis did Andrey make in 
the Tula tennis center Set-
ball which had received su-
per modern large gym with 
three tennis courts 6 years 
ago due to the President of 
the company ShchekinoAzot 
Boris Sokol. According to the 
Director of the center Yuriy 
Kuznetsov, who is by the 
way Andrey Kuznetsov’s un-
cle, the tennis courts meet 
all international standards 
and it is possible to hold the 
most prestigious games on 
them. Though their main 
destination is to bring up 

healthy generation at least 
and future champions as 
maximum.  
 
Vladimir Kuznetsov, the Di-
rector of the Tula tennis 
center Setball: 
 
We begin to train children 
from 5-year age. Currently 

in our tennis center there 
are working out more than 
200 children under the guid-
ance of ten qualified instruc-
tors. The best of them can 
already brag about serious 
victories. For instance in 
2013 Yegor Agafonov and 
Grigoriy Gubarev became 
winners at Russian team 
championship among boys 
and girls under 13. 
They became the best at 
Russian personal champion-
ship among doubles. More 
recently in August they won 
the prestigious tournament 
in Belarus in double, and 
Yegor became there the best 
in single at two starts at a 
time. A little bit older than 
the boys Timofey Skatov, 
the number one in Russian 
rating among his peers, is 
constantly called to location 
of Russian team under 14. I 
hope that these boys will be 
able to perform at the high-
est level in near future. I will 
say that if Boris Aleksandro-
vich Sokol had not presented 
this remarkable center in 
due time, we could hardly 
have achieved the results we 
have today. 

Timofey Skatov (aged 13), 
plant from Tula tennis center 
Setball and by coach Andrey 
Urgapov: 
 
I have been playing tennis 
for 9 years already. This 
year is possibly appeared to 
be the most difficult. I 
passed into other age cate-
gory but I believe that I 
have improved my playing 
skills. This is showed as well 
by the results of my perfor-
mances at various interna-
tional tournaments in 
France, Latvia, Russia (Bal-
ashiha), where I won sin-
gles. So far I am 34th in the 
European rating of tennis 
players under 14. 
 
Yegor Agafonov (aged 12), 
plant from the Tula tennis 
center Setball and by coach 
Vladimir Kuznetsov:  
 
For half of my life I have 
been in tennis, which have 
become for me more than 
hobby. For the moment 
there is a goal to win as 
many as possible interna-
tional junior tournaments 
TE. After… I have something 
to strive for. My idol is Roger 
Federer. In front of me there 
is also an example of my fel-
low countryman Andrey 
Kuznetsov, who performs 
with dignity at Grand Slam 
tournaments, such as Wim-
bledon or The United States 
Open Tennis Championships. 
He also helped Russia to 

From the 12th till the 14th 

of September in Moscow 

sport complex Olimpiyskiy 

there was held Davis Cup I 

group play-off of Eu-

rope/Africa zone between 

Russia and Portugal. 
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beat over Portugal in Davis 
Cup championship. 
 
Every year the tennis center 
holds the Opening of Re-
gional championship in 
memory of Anna and Roman 
Sokol. This competition is 
rating-boosting and is held 4 
times a year, always gather-
ing about hundred thousand 
of sportsmen of All-Russian 

tennis tour from different 
Russian regions. Tula plants 
always set the pace at this 
competition. In summer 
tournament 2014 hosts of 
the court won 6 times in sin-
gles. Victory was celebrated 
by Yegor Agafonov, the se-
cond place was taken  by 
Darya Goryacheva and Sofia 
Dubenskaya, the bronze 
prize – winners became Ti-

mur Turanosov, Alexander 
Makarchik and Grigoriy 
Gubarev. The next start is 
planned to be held in the 
end of October-beginning of 
November 2014. It is very 
possible that this very tour-
nament will become for 
somebody the first step to 
the champion’s top.      

 

 

 

Pride of the Tula tennis center 

From the left: Vladimir Kuznetsov (the Director), Yegor Agafonov, Vadim Kolesnik (playing coach), Timofey Skatov, Andrey 
Urgapov (coach). 

 
Super modern tennis center became the second home for young talents. 
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Andrey Kuznetsov from Tula set the winning pace for 

partners from Russian national team in the match 

with Portugal players. 

 
TULA TENNIS CENTER,   

87 LENIN’S AVENUE (PROSPECT LENINA),  
CENTRAL STADIUM OF ARSENAL FOOTBALL CLUB. 

Summer courts (4872) 70-16-23 
Winter courts (4872) 70-05-54 

 
 
The article was written by Oleg Buslo 

The source – Sloboda dtd September, 17 2014 

Translated for the site of UCC ShchekinoAzot (http://n-azot.ru/) by Elena Chusova 
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